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Appropriate strategies for teaching grammar – a Dave Willis
retro-spective,  presented by Jane Willis
Abstract:

Some grammar is straightforward and can be explained and demonstrated through rules. Some is highly complex - we need to give guidelines and provide opportunities for development. We need different teaching strategies appropriate to different aspects of grammar. We will look at some grammatical problems and explore appropriate teaching strategies. This draws on the presentation Dave planned for IATEFL 2014. 
Summary:

Language acquisition research tends to see learning grammar as monolithic, as though all grammar learning involved the same processes. But this is demonstrably not the case. The basic structure of English is relatively straightforward. We can give rules and demonstrate the structure of the English clause and its component parts. We can design precise exercises to practise aspects of structure. But in spite of what many teachers believe, or would like to believe, not all grammar is accessible to rules. Some grammar is too complex and abstract to be handled in this way. This is generally true of the grammar of orientation, which involves the use of tenses and determiners such as the definite and indefinite articles to ‘orient’ us in space and time within a discourse. A third aspect of grammar involves the recognition and accumulation of patterns. For example, what verbs are followed by an –ing form, and what verbs are followed by an infinitive? What are the meanings of the preposition for and what verbs go with it?  How do we draw learners’ attention to these patterns and how do we help learners assign words to appropriate patterns?

In this session I set out a model of grammar and lexis which recognises these differences and suggest teaching strategies which I believe to be appropriate to different aspects of the grammar. 
In all, I cover three aspects of grammar:

-Structure,

-Orientation,
-Pattern grammar,
and explore, with sample texts and teaching materials using appropriate strategies, the pros and cons of three learning processes: 

-recognition,  

-system-building
-exploration/consciousness-raising.  
This powerpoint presentation is on the new  www.willis-elt.co.uk  website, under Conferences.  
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