TASK-BASED WORKSHOP: TURKU 25th MAY 2007
To all workshop participants:
We are very much looking forward to meeting you all and working with you on what will be our first trip to Finland.
Below is an outline of the day’s work. As you will see we plan to begin with the theory of task-based learning. But we will very soon get down to looking at tasks you can use in the classroom. We will show how these tasks can be built into a sequence which also involves language study. And we will make sure that you have plenty of time to design tasks and task sequences that you can take away with you and use in your own classrooms. 
Why task-based learning? (Dave Willis)
We came gradually to task-based learning. It began with a dissatisfaction with a presentation methodology, reinforced by the findings of second language acquisition research. It became clear to us that the best way to teach a language, is by providing an environment which encourages learning. If this is the case then a key question is: how do we encourage learners to think about language for themselves? 
The basic task cycle (Jane Willis)
What is a task? If a task is concerned primarily with meaning, how do we ensure that there is also a concern for language? We solve this problem by working with a basic Task ( Planning ( Report cycle. We will illustrate this cycle by setting the group a problem to discuss: 

· Every language has taboo topics, topics which are not widely discussed. But these vary from one culture to another. What are the sensitive topics in Finnish?
We will show how we can start from a discussion topic like this and move towards a focus on grammar and vocabulary.
Meaning, language and form (DW)
Many approaches to language teaching make a distinction between fluency and accuracy or between a focus on meaning and a focus on form. But this two way distinction fails to take account of the fact that very often learners are concerned with both fluency and accuracy at the same time. We will develop a three way distinction to allow for this. We will illustrate this by looking at another discussion task: 

· How strict are your parents? Work in groups.  Whose parents are the strictest? Whose parents are the most easy-going?
We will move from talking simply about tasks to talking about a task sequence, to show how more intensive language work can be built into a sequence.
How do we decide what language to focus on? (DW + JW)

We will look at a number of texts generated by tasks to answer this question. It will involve looking at the relationship between vocabulary and grammar, moving from words to phrases and patterns, and looking at a number of ways of exploiting texts for language study.
Adapting the course book (JW)
For many teachers the syllabus is defined by a course book. But many course books do not exploit opportunities for TBL. How can you supplement or adapt a course book to provide better learning opportunities? How do you recognise opportunities for task-based activities? How can you build a task sequence around reading and listening passages?
Putting together a task cycle (DW + JW)
We will finish with a workshop in which you have the chance to prepare  task-based materials for their own classes. Can you please come with a copy of the textbook you use in your classes. Can you also think of topics which can usefully be discussed in class by your learners.  These topics may relate to their English textbook, or they may be drawn from other areas of the school curriculum, or they may simply be topics which young people find engaging. 
